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 I. The Day of the Lord and its Impact on Unbelievers, vv. 1-3
NOTE:  Day of the Lord:  The day of the Lord is a well-known phrase throughout the Bible and without exception refers to God’s judgment of and defeat of his adversaries, including those who claim to be his people but really are not (see Acts 2:20 [citing Joel 2:31] and 2 Pet 3:10; above all, see Zeph 1:14-16 which mention destruction, darkness, and trumpet, features in common with 1 Thess 4:16-5:8).  Together with judgment, the phrase sometimes also includes the notion of deliverance for God’s people (Obad 15-21; Zech 14; [2 Thess 1:6-10]).  Notice particularly with me the 2 Thessalonian reference where both judgment of the lost and the deliverance of the saved are brought together:

“All this is evidence that God's judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.”


A. How the Day will be felt by unbelievers:  like a thief in the night

Matt 24:42-44 - Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

Luke 12:35-40 - "Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. 39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."

B. How the Day will be felt by unbelievers: destruction, instead of “peace 


and safety”

NOTE:  The Lord Jesus taught that the final judgment would come upon the inhabitants of the earth in a moment when it would be least expected

Matt 24:36-41 - No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.

C. How the Day will be felt by unbelievers: like the inevitability of labor 


pains by a pregnant woman


D. How the Day will be felt by unbelievers: no escape
II. The Day of the Lord and its Impact on Believers, vv. 4-11
NOTE:
Will the day of the Lord include all people, believers and unbelievers alike? Or will there be an earlier “rapture” so that believers are spared the difficulties of the Tribulation period which comes upon the earth prior to the Lord’s coming.
1) This passage reads like the two groups of people are together when the Lord returns.

2) The parable of the weeds in Matthew 13:24-30 also seems to picture the saved and the lost being together when the Lord returns:

Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

    MT 13:27 "The owner's servants came to him and said, `Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?'

    MT 13:28 " `An enemy did this,' he replied.

    "The servants asked him, `Do you want us to go and pull them up?'

    MT 13:29 " `No,' he answered, `because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' "

A. It Should not Be a Surprise



1. Because we have been taught to be ready (sons of the light), v. 5



2. Because we are living a self-controlled life for God, v. 6-8



Love, faith and hope are pictured are defensive armaments to prepare us 



for the coming day of the Lord.

B. It Will be the Day of Receiving Full Salvation, vv. 9-11

Concl:  Encourage and build:  “These describe,” writes Dr. Gene Green, “the way the apostle and other believers help each other grow and progress in the faith. Each individual in the community is responsible for the development of others and of the whole through this mutual building process. This term therefore becomes fundamental to Paul’s understanding of the life of the church.

