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Intro:  My goal this morning in speaking to this subject of the godly man is not and cannot be a complete listing of all the character qualities the Scriptures present as turning a man into a godly follower of Jesus Christ.  Indeed, I confess to some frustration in tackling this topic for there is not in my mind a singular, definitive, classic passage of Scripture to turn to in speaking to the making of a godly man.
Adding to this challenge of “defining” a godly man are the misconceptions of what a man is to be.  Dan Doriani, professor of NT at Covenant Theological Seminary describes four such caricatures:


1) The tough guy: This can be a good thing to cultivate in a man if by it 
we mean endurance in the face of obstacles and setbacks. It can be a 
tragic thing when it becomes extreme and a man becomes hard-nosed, 
opinionated, and uncaring.


2) The provider guy: This can be a good thing obviously for the Bible 
commands work and the adequate meeting of the needs of one’s self and 
one’s family. However, the provider guy can use this as an excuse for 
spending too much time at his work. He can also set himself up for a 
terrible case of mistaken identity:  I am what I do at my job.

3) The soft guy:  Doriani describes this man in part saying, “The softer 
man is a thoughtful, gentle breed. He is a sweet nurturer more than 
fierce protector. He takes pride in changing diapers and doing dishes 
alongside his wife. . . . He is empathetic more than flinty. He can feel 
your pain, but he may not know how to remove it. He says, ‘I feel so 
sorry for you,’ not ‘Buck up; it’s time to get back to work.’


We can commend as well as critique the softer man. Nonetheless, the 
softer man seems confused. He is alienated from his maleness, 
apologetic for his gender. He is so sensitive to criticism of the errors of 
traditional males that his capacity to lead, to decide, and to exercise 
strength for others is nearly lost.” 


4) The self-actualized guy: This man lives to pursue happiness and 
purpose in life. They value the freedom to do as they choose, to do their 
best, and to fashion a life where they have power over their destiny.



With their talk of freedom and autonomy, self-actualized men disclose 
their individualism. They believe in a kind of democracy, but one where individual good trumps the common good. This can lead to choosing goals for making one happy that lack a moral compass . . . that has no room for God.

ILL:  One of my favorite cartoon-strips was called “Calvin and Hobbes,” a playful and insightful look at the world through the eyes of a six-year-old boy whose imagination enabled him to do anything with his trusty sidekick stuffed tiger Hobbes.  In one episode Calvin speaks of the self-actualized man in these words:

Calvin:  “Nothing that happens is my fault! My family is dysfunctional and my parents won't empower me! Consequently, I'm not self-actualized! My behavior is addictive functioning in a disease process of toxic codependency! I need holistic healing and wellness before I'll accept any responsibility for my actions!"

Hobbes replies, "One of us needs to stick his head in a bucket of ice water."

Calvin marches on, proclaiming, "I love the culture of victimhood."
----------------
However, misconceptions of maleness and the lack of a singular Scripture passage do not leave us in the dark. What I propose to do this morning is to look at the lives of 7 outstanding men in the Bible. From them, we will focus on one character trait or habitual action in each man. Together, we will have more than enough “homework” to do in our quest to become men who are godly.
Abraham, “The Man of Faith” (Gal. 3:9; Gen 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 16 & 17; 21:1-6)
Joseph, Tenderhearted (Eph 4:32; 1 Pt 3:8; Gen. 37-50; particularly Gen. 45:1-15
Moses, Prayer (“Moses cried out” 6x in Pentateuch)

Exodus 32:7-14—

And the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!'"  And the LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you." 

11But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, "O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, 'With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, 'I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.'" 14And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.   (Also compare Exod. 33:12-34:8)

David, Courage: 

1 Samuel 17 in his slaying of Goliath

From 1 Samuel 18:9 (“And from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David) through the end of 1 Samuel in not killing King Saul

Peter, Boldness 

· (Matt. 16 confession of Jesus as the “Christ”, the Anointed One sent by God)

· His preaching in the Book of Acts, chs. 1-12
· In his testimony before the Sanhedrin in Acts 4&5

“Now Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness” (Acts 4:29).

Paul, Student-Learner

· Studied under Gamaliel (whom the NIVSB calls, “the most honored rabbi of the first century)

· Writer of the book of Romans

2 Timothy 4:9-13—“Do your best to come to me soon.  For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry.  Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments.”
Jesus, Humility
· Mark 10:45—“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
· John 13 and the washing of the feet of his disciples

· Phil 2:5-8—“ Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 

· 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”
